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A beautiful story about a deep friendship between a little boy and a family of swans. With the help of Weiwei and his family, injured 
mother swan gets better and successfully hatches her baby swans. When spring arrives again and father swan returns, they are 
happy to be together once more. Weiwei is sad when they migrate to the south in winter, but he truly believes that they will return to 
him the following year.

Zhao Lihong is a famous writer in China. He is member of the Committee of the Chinese Writers’ Association and President of the 
magazine Shanghai Literature. He also teaches in various universities. He has published more than 80 publications, many of which 
have been translated into different languages and published abroad. He has won a number of national and foreign literary awards, 
and many of his articles have been published in primary school textbooks.

SYNOPSIS

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR
Wang Keqiao is an illustrator and picture book creator. She was born in a beautiful coastal city in China, and she likes trees and 
animals.

EDUCATIONAL APPLICABILITY

The Miracle of the Grey Swans is a beautiful story about a little boy, Weiwei, who observes a swan family with guidance from his 
father. Set against the seasons, we get to know the swan family through the delight of Weiwei.
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DISCUSSION TOPICS 

Read the book together, asking questions throughout. 

1.	 Look at the cover of the book together. What do you think the story might be about? 
2.	 Ask the children if they’ve ever seen a swan before? In what setting?
3.	 How would you describe Weiwei? Curious? Determined? 
4.	 Have you ever studied a bird or animal over a long period of time? In your garden or in the local park?
                 What did you notice? Did you write anything down or maybe draw pictures in a journal?
5.	 Talk about the connection between Weiwei’s family and the swan family. How does this develop throughout the story? 
6.	 What is Weiwei’s father’s role in the story?
7.	 How do you think Weiwei feels at the end of the story? Happy? Sad? 
8.	 What have you learnt about swans in this story?
9.	 What did the children think of the book? If they liked it, why did they like it? What was their favourite part? 
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A-MAZE-ING SWAN

Help father swan find mother swan and the baby swans.

www.littlestepspublishing.co.uk
www.littlesteps.com.au



A-MAZE-ING SWANS

Solution to the maze
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DRAW A PICTURE

Draw a picture of your favourite scene from the story.
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